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A letter from Dieter Hinke, AFC Henley Committee Chairman

Dear Parents and Carers,

 

My name is Dieter Hinke and I have recently been appointed Committee Chairman of AFC Henley. I have lived in Henley for 35 years with my wife and three children. Semi-retired, and now self-employed, I have spent most of my career in retail buying. I am passionate about sport and the sporting facilities for the youth of this town. I am a football referee and have been a member of the management committee of Henley Boys and Girls Football Club for more than 25 years. My current sporting responsibilities include being Child Protection and Welfare Officer of AFC Henley, AFC Henley Committee Chairman, and a founder member of the newly-formed Henley Football Partnership.

 

AFC Henley is a Charter Community club, awarded the prize of Oxfordshire Community Club of the year two seasons ago. Many criteria, set by the FA, have to be achieved before reaching this top-level Charter Community status. AFC Henley have also played a major part in securing a long lease on the pitches  by Tesco, and at Harpsden, for the long-term benefit of the youth of this town. For this we are grateful to the Town Council and the Harpsden Trust.

 

It is my intention that we (the committee) will write to parents/carers much more frequently than before. We want you to be aware of how we progress the football development of your child and to let you know of any initiatives we might undertake. At the same time I would like to have some feedback from you on any issues which may be of concern.

 

We have an excellent website  www.afchenley.com  which gives lots of detail about the committee members, managers, coaches and, most importantly, our ethos and beliefs. There are also links on the site to codes of conduct  which clearly outline what we expect from the parents/carers and children, and what you can expect from the coaches and the club. This should be a partnership between us. 

 

Please spend some time reading about us on the website. – it’s important that we go forward together.  

 

Just to finish off, I thought I would highlight my club topic for March. (Monthly topics will be picked from the FA Respect codes of conduct in the handbook). 

 

“Let the coaches do their job and don't confuse the players by telling them what to do.”

 

I remember when I first started in kids football, I and some friends had played a bit and watched a lot of games on TV. We were all self-appointed experts in the game and were determined to show our expertise by loudly shouting at the kids on match days. I remember some of my favourites, particularly when the ball was with our defenders: “Kick it out “, “Down the line “, “Clear it” etc. 

 

Things have moved on. Now we want the younger children to make their own decisions on the pitch and, if they make mistakes, that's how they learn. Let them decide whether to pass the ball, dribble with it, or kick it out. I'm sure the coaches will talk to them during training and help them with their choices on the pitch. That's how they will develop into good players. As regards the older children, the coaches will have told them the game-plan, so they don't need any extra advice.

 

Please don't confuse the kids. The players only want one thing from the spectators – encouragement – and that applies to all, from grass roots to Premiership.

 

I’m grateful for this chance to write to you and I wish you and your kids an enjoyable experience until the end of the season. If you would like to say hello, I'm  the one on Saturday mornings with “Child Welfare”  on my jacket.

 

Best regards,

Dieter

