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THEO SAYS: “The boss signed me
as a striker! Maybe this season you
might see me play  bit more up front
as well. Only time willtell i | turn
out to be a striker, but ' enjoying.

it out on the right and I'm happy
with the way things are going”

= P

s: *Andy Ritchie at
Southampton always told me to
pass it into the net’ | still blast it
now and then, but normally | do pass
iit. The best piece of advice Arsene

Wenger gave me was, be agressive
when you're running at players’. So
far this season I've been doing it
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AFC Henley Newsletter No. 3 : January 2011
Happy New Year and welcome back to the second half of the season
TEAMS (U9-U16)
Kit
There has been a real improvement in the look of our squads since we gave shorts and socks to all who registered in September, so a big thank you to everyone for making the effort. The smartness of teams and the way they conduct themselves are the two main aspects potential sponsors look at when they are considering financial support. Please let us know if there are any quality, shortages or size issues. 
Exchange with SC Leichlingen
The U13s from SC Leichlingen, Germany, paid their annual exchange visit to us in October. Special thanks for a superbly organised weekend to Angela Laws, Charlene Brown, Sean Taylor, Andy Andreou and Paul Greengrass and his family, and to all who hosted and supplied food and drink. Our guests were overwhelmed by your hospitality. 

We also thank Henley Town Football Club for allowing us to use their ground under lights for the crunch Friday evening match and also their clubhouse for the reception afterwards. A closely fought game was won by Leichlingen, but only after a late rally, following an impressive first-half display by our U13s.
This was also an opportunity to benefit from The Henley Football Partnership (more on this later) and the cooperation it encourages. We can now use Henley Town’s pitch for special events in return for letting them use our grounds if their pitch is unplayable. 
Our U13s are already well advanced with preparations for the away trip to Leichlingen at Easter.  

Exchange with DVE-Trajanus of Nijmegen, Holland

In May of this year our U16s will take part in an exchange with DVE-Trajanus, Nijmegen, a club we have been associated with for over 20 years. It will all happen within the one month – a weekend in Nijmegen at a major tournament and a visit to Henley by the Dutch.

Transition from 7 to 11-a-side
We thought you might like to know how the switch from 7-a-side to 11-a-side is managed by the Club at U11/U12. 
Because 11-a-side football is so different from 7-a-side, the Club’s policy is to evaluate all the players in the age group before creating a fresh set of ability-based teams. The process is as follows:
1. Head Coach, Andy McIntosh, FA Level 3 coach (and soon Level 4) watches all the players during their final season at 7-a-side at U11 and also in a series of small-sided games during a post-season Assessment Weekend.
2. He then recommends who should be in each team. 
3. A Review/ Feedback/Consultation meeting is held.
4. The team selections are finalised.

5. The managers and coaches are appointed for each.

6. The coaches are given training to help equip them for managing the transition.
 

MINI-SOCCER CENTRE (U5-U8)
The 2011 Spring Term has started for our Savills–sponsored Mini-Soccer Centre, run in association with UEFA ‘A’ Licence coach, Andy Ritchie. It will continue every Saturday, including half-term weekends, until 16 April. For full details see www.afchenley.com. 
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FACILITIES
We hope you are enjoying the burgers, baguettes and hot dogs from Gary and Tina on Saturday mornings. This has been a particularly successful initiative, which not only meets a pressing need but also brings extra income to the club. However, it only makes sense for them to attend when there are more than three matches, so you won’t see them if most teams are away.
FA RESPECT CAMPAIGN
As stated in the last newsletter, we adhere to the child protection principles and guidance embodied in the FA Respect Campaign. Any questions or concerns about child protection and the care of your child should be addressed to Dieter Hinke, Welfare Officer, on 07768 771489, email dtrhinke@transcom.net. 
HENLEY FOOTBALL PARTNERSHIP 

I mentioned earlier some aspects of the cooperation that now exists between Henley Town FC and AFC Henley. The Henley Football Partnership www.henleyfootballpartnership.com also includes Henley YMCA, who run disability football events. Their team, Henley YMCA Casuals, for men aged 16 and over with learning disabilities, plays in the Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire inclusive League (aka BOBi), which began in November 2008. 
On Sunday 27th February the Oxfordshire FA has asked us to host a BOBI  tournament at our Reading Road ground. We plan to erect our large marquee and help run the event, which will last from 11am to 3pm approx. Please let us know if you are willing to help. If you are interested in helping people with disabilities, please contact Mike Ray on 01491 411849 or mike.henleyymca@btconnect.com.  
AFC HENLEY AGM
Notice of AGM: Wed 2 March 2011
There are currently too few of us on the committee and so we would be delighted to bring additional members on board. The formal opportunity for this to happen and for volunteers to be proposed and seconded is at the AGM on 2 March at 8pm in AFC Henley’s clubhouse. Please regard this as formal notice. Additional notices will appear in The Henley Standard and on our website. 
If you wish to propose yourself, or someone else, for a committee role, please email me. It’s your chance to give something back to the community and to develop a new social circle. After more than 10 years at the club I count my committee colleagues among my closest friends. 

FEEDBACK AND QUESTIONS
If you have any questions or comments, please reply to this email or ask the relevant member of the committee (for contact details see www.afchenley.com) or ask your team manager to pass them on. 

Have a great 2011!
Trevor Howell 

AFC Henley Committee

trevor.howell@lineone.net 

01491 578850  07711 845956
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Andy Ritchie was Theo Walcott’s coach and mentor at Southampton and he is mentioned in an interview with Theo in the November edition of Match (see scanned extract at the end of the newsletter). Who better to look after your 4 to 8 year-olds? We suspect we might be the only grass-roots club in the country to offer this level of expertise to such young players.











